
It is interesting that Jesus’ harshest words recorded in Scripture were 
not for the rebels, sinners or prostitutes, but for the religious people of 
His day.

Religion is a system of beliefs or a code of moral conduct that judges 
a person based on their adherence to certain codes, rules, laws, 
traditions, or the performance of required acts.

Matthew 23:1–11

Dangers of Being Stuck in Religion

1. Big talk, no __________. (Matthew 23:2)

2. Elevation of rules over _______________________________. 
(Matthew 23:3)

3. High value on appearance, not heart 
______________________________. (Matthew 23:5)

4. False sense of spiritual ____________________.                        
(Matthew 23:13, Matthew 15:8-9)

Moving from Religion to Authenticity

• __________________ God’s grace. (Ephesians 2:8–9)

• ______________ God’s grace. (Colossians 3:12–13)

• ____________ in God’s presence. (Ephesians 1:3–4)
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